
Cooper School will be 

ready for their April 2009 

dedication on Dionne’s 

home and First Baptist 

Church of Conroe and The 

Woodlands United Method-

ist will finish soon after. 

Both women attended 

their first home dedication 

in early October.  It was a 

day they will not soon for-

get.  Dionne and Dana 

watched the ceremony and 

ribbon cutting with tears in 

their eyes.  Very soon they 

will be able to experience 

their own dedications and 

move on to the next jour-

ney in their lives. 

As Hurricane Katrina rolled 

ashore on August 29, 2005, 

many New Orleans residents 

left their beloved city never 

to return.  Dana with her 

three children, and Dionne 

with hers, were two families 

who did just that.  Sisters, 

twins in fact, were headed 

for a new adventure in 

Texas. 

Dana had worked 15 years 

with the local school district 

in New Orleans.  She loves 

to garden and watch movies.  

Now Dana works at a local 

doctor’s clinic.  She has two 

teenage sons and an ele-

mentary aged daughter. 

Dionne now works for Con-

roe Independent School Dis-

trict driving a bus.  In Louisi-

ana, she had worked with 

mentally handicapped chil-

dren.  She is raising her teen 

and pre-school age sons 

along with her elementary 

age daughter. 

In the summer of 2008, both 

families were accepted as 

Habitat homeowners.  They 

immediately began working 

on their 350 hours of Sweat 

Equity.  Habitat happened 

to have two slabs right 

next to each other, and 

when these locations were 

offered to the sisters, they 

said yes! 

When Ike hit, Dionne’s 

home was only two weeks 

into construction. Her con-

cern was that there would 

be damage, or even total 

destruction.  When the 

skies and streets cleared, 

Dionne drove to the site.  

She was amazed and re-

lieved to see that her 

home was not damaged at 

all! 

Construction continues on 

both homes.  The John 

Habitat Young Professionals (HYP) is gearing up for 

an exciting 2009!  We will be hosting our inaugural 

social event early in the year and will also have 

some volunteer opportunities coming up soon.  

Check out our Facebook page for updates or contact 

Jennifer at 936-445-8662 for information. 

Dionne’s home two weeks 

after Hurricane Ike. 
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DATES TO  

REMEMBER 

January 3       8:00am 

Cedar Creek         

Framing Day 

 

March 7 & 8, 2009 

Home and Garden Show 

The Woodlands       

Waterway Marriott 

 

May 7, 2009   7:30am 

Fundraising Breakfast 

The Woodlands       

Waterway Marriott 

November 2009 

Second Annual     

Homes for the Holidays 

Luncheon 

¢Ƙŀƴƪ ¸ƻǳ [ƻǿŜΩǎΗ 

Lowe’s of Conroe #0232 

has partnered with Habitat 

for Humanity Montgomery 

County.  The local Lowe’s 

store began this fall donat-

ing a took kit to each new 

homeowner.  The kits are 

presented at each home 

dedication. 

Dana’s home on          

Framing Day 
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Wishlist  

Ladders  

Carpentry Pencils  

Shop Vac  

Copy Paper  

Postage Stamps  

Multi -Media 

Projector  

Digital Camera 

(8Mb or greater)  

Dry Erase Markers  

Slabs were 

poured for 

the first 

houses on 

November 

21. 

A Note from Barbara... 
As 2009 approaches, HFHMC is poised to begin a new chapter.  Required preparation work for 

Section I of the new subdivision – environmental review, bids, installation of water 
and sewer lines, power lines, cable, and the new road – is finally complete.  The Con-

roe Planning Commission approved the project in early November.   Less than two 
weeks later our construction manager had six slabs in place, a record even for Gary!   

In January the work begins for our first Cedar Creek house sponsors:  Anadarko, St. 
Anthony of Padua Catholic Church, and Strawbridge United Methodist Church.  A 

fourth house is jointly sponsored by First Baptist Church of The Woodlands and 
WoodsEdge Community Church. Their commitments will enable the Pollard, Jones, 

Beckham, and Gomez families to experience the joy of a new beginning.  Two more Cedar Creek 
homes will get underway in early April.    

By late April or May, the two homes on 7th Street that started this fall will be ready for their new 
owners thanks to the John Cooper School, First Baptist Church of Conroe, and The Woodlands 
United Methodist Church.  We look forward to completing at least 8 new Habitat homes in 2009.   

The important work accomplished by HFHMC is only possible because of the prayers, countless 

hours of volunteer support, donations, and faith of many dedicated people and organizations in 
Montgomery County. On behalf of our staff and Board of Directors, I extend our heartfelt thanks 
to all of you.  

cated nanny and house-

keeper, and has worked 

for the same family for 

over 13 years.   

Thrivent Financial for Lu-

therans sponsored the 

home and participants 

from local Lutheran 

churches volunteered their 

time to build the home.  

Reyna’s home was dedi-

cated on October 4. 

 

The Salinas family has 

been working towards 

their home since 2006 as 

well.  Rocio and Reyna, 

both from Mexico, have 

four children ranging in 

age from five to 23.  Also 

Reyna’s journey with Habi-

tat began in late 2006.  At 

that time, she had been 

living in the United States 

for 16 years.  Reyna, a na-

tive of El Salvador and now 

a legal permanent United 

States resident, is a dedi-

H a b i t a t  f o r  H u m a n i t y  

HOST A HABITOUR! 

living with them is their 

four year old grandson.  

Rocio, who became a US 

citizen in 1999, has worked 

for Conroe Independent 

School District since 2000. 

Anadarko sponsored and 

built the Salinas’ home that 

was dedicated on Novem-

ber 8. 

Get your friends, family, and colleagues excited about Habitat for Humanity!  

A HabiTour is a one hour look at what Habitat for Humanity Montgomery County has done and continues 

to do for the area.  Not only will you hear about all of the programs, but you will get a guided tour so you 

can see the homes first-hand. 

Call Jennifer today at 936-445-8662 for information on what you need to do to host a Habitour! 

Two Homes Dedicated this Fall 

Reyna (r) receives a candle at the 

dedication of her new home. 

Part of the Salinas family with a 

volunteer from Anadarko . 
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How it Works  

If you itemize deductions, a gift is 

deductible in the year you make it.  

Generally, the effect of the deduc-

tion is that the higher your income 

tax bracket, the more you will save 

in taxes. Many states also allow an 

income tax deduction for charitable 

gifts, so the total tax savings are 

often higher than those generated 

by the federal income tax deduction 

alone. If you have had to take the 

standard deduction in past years, 

giving more may increase your de-

ductions above the standard. This 

qualifies you for a greater tax bene-

fit. 

What Should You Give?  

Gifts of Cash : Nothing is as simple 

and direct as giving cash. You can 

make an unrestricted donation, and 

we will use the gift to meet our 

greatest current need. Or you may 

designate a gift for a specific pur-

pose. A gift of cash may be deducti-

ble up to 50 percent of your ad-

justed gross income, and gifts in ex-

cess of 50 percent may be carried 

over as deductions into the next five 

years. 

Gifts of Securities : Stocks or other 

investments that have grown in 

value and that you have owned 

longer than one year can become a 

substantial gift with a low net cost to 

you. You receive a charitable deduc-

tion for the donation, which is based 

on the stocks' fair market value on 

the date of the gift. And, there is a 

bonus—you avoid all federal capital 

gains tax that would otherwise be 

owed on a sale of the assets. 

Gifts of Real Estate : Perhaps your 

first thought is that you do not own 

property near our location. The fact 

is, almost any real estate—developed 

or undeveloped—is potentially a 

charitable gift. If you have owned 

your home or other real estate for a 

long time, it likely has significantly 

increased in value. Donate the prop-

erty outright, place it in trust or re-

tain the use of it for life. All of these 

methods will enable you to enjoy fi-

nancial benefits while supporting our 

work. 

Effectively Timing Your Gift  

If you are issuing a check to a chari-

table organization, the effective date 

of your contribution is the date it is 

hand-delivered or mailed. Stock that 

is held in electronic form can be 

transferred through your broker to 

an account in the charitable organi-

zation's name. The value and date of 

the gift are determined by the date 

of the transfer, which is generally the 

date the securities are received in 

our account. The actual date of a gift 

of real estate is the date you deliver 

the signed deed. 

For more information , please call a 

financial advisor or accountant who 

can help you plan and implement a 

year-end charitable gift that takes 

advantage of valuable tax benefits 

and reflects your generous spirit. 

Copyright: The Stelter Company, All rights 

reserved. The information in this publication is 

not intended as legal advice. For legal advice, 

please consult an attorney. Figures cited in 

examples are for hypothetical purposes only 

and are subject to change. References to es-

tate and income tax include federal taxes 

only. Individual state taxes and/or state law 

may impact your results. 

The First Annual Homes for 

the Holidays  Luncheon was 

deemed a success by all 

involved!  Each of the 141 

guests were treated to a 

fashion show courtesy of 

Elizabethôs Boutique 

located in Market Street.  

Joni Porter of House Sweet 

I t  I s  conduc ted  a 

presentation on decorating 

for the Holidays.   Current 

H a b i t a t  h o m e o w n e r , 

Elizabeth, spoke of her 

experience before, during, 

and since the building of 

her familyôs home. 

Thank you to all who 

attended, made donations, 

and bought Silent Auction 

items!  

Next yearôs event is already 

in the works, we hope to 

see you there!  

Giving before year-end 

packs a double punch. 

First, you will be support-

ing the works and dreams 

of your charity of choice. 

Second, tax incentives may 

enable you to do more 

than you realized possible, 

even improving your own 

financial position in the 

process. The availability of 

the income tax deduction 

helps a charitable person 

be even more charitable. 



Lucy (L), current Habitat homeowner, 

and Jennifer Roth, Development Man-

ager, were granted proper credentials 

at the Music Re-Builds Tour on October 

3rd.  Both had the privilege of going on 

stage to announce one of the bands.  

Thanks to all who traveled to Cypress 

to attend in support of Habitat for  Hu-

manity Montgomery County! 

1.  GivingExpress ® Online  

 Through American Express, cardholders can redeem Mem-

bership Rewards® points in addition to, or in lieu of cash.  

GivingExpress Online also makes it simple to schedule re-

curring donations.  For more information go to americanex-

press.com/give. 

2.  Give a gift of stock  

 If you have some shares of long-term appreciated stock 

you might consider transferring these shares directly to 

HFHMC.  You receive a full tax deduction for the entire 

market value and avoid capital gains.  Contact your ac-

countant for details. 

3.  Donate through your Employee Giving Program  

 Contact your Human Resources Department to participate 

in your Employee Giving Program.  If your company does 

not have one, talk to them about getting one started! 

4.  Search the web via www.goodsearch.com  and 

shop via www.goodshop.com  

 Set GoodSearch as your default search engine and choose 

Habitat for Humanity Montgomery County, TX as your 

charity.  HFHMC earns about one penny from each search 

performed.  GoodShop.com will donate up to 37% of each 

purchase to your favorite cause!  Stores including Amazon, 

Target, Gap, Best Buy, ebay, Macy's, and Barnes & Noble 

have teamed up with GoodShop.  Great for your Holiday 

shopping! 

5.  Shop for HFHMC logo merchandise at CafePress  

 Go to www.cafepress.com/hfhmctx and shop for items with 

our logo.  Everything from t-shirts to pillows!  We receive a 

portion of the proceeds from each item sold.  Show the 

world you support HFHMC! 

I Want to Donate to HFHMC!  

What are some options for donating?  

P.O. Box 2624 

Conroe, TX 77305-2624 

Phone: 936-445-8662 

Office: 936-441-4663 

E-mail: habitat@hfhmctx.org 

Check our website for more information:  

www.hfhmctx.org  

To learn about our work worldwide visit Habitat for Humanity International at: www.habitat.org 

Click to UNSUBSCRIBE,  SUBSCRIBE or CHANGE and include your First and Last name, address, email address, and phone number 

Habitat for Humanity Montgomery County does not sell, rent, exchange or give away any contact information.  All contact information is confidential. 

Donations are accepted by appointment 

or pick-ups can be arranged.  Please call 

936-441-5888 to make arrangements.  A 

list of acceptable donations can be 

found on the website. 

ReStore Hours of Operation:  

Friday and Saturday 

10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 

Location:  

1501 South 7th Street 

Conroe, TX 77301 

The Habitat Office and ReStore will be closed December 24 through January 1.                   

We will be open regular business hours beginning January 2. 

http://www.americanexpress.com/give
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